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Synopsis

This innovative introduction to international and global studies, updated and revised in a new
edition, offers instructors in the social sciences and humanities a core textbook for teaching
undergraduates in this rapidly growing field. Encompassing the latest scholarship in what is a
markedly interdisciplinary endeavor, Shawn Smallman and Kimberley Brown introduce key
concepts, themes, and issues and then examine each in lively chapters on essential topics that
include the history of globalization; economic, political, and cultural globalization; security, energy,
and development; health; agriculture and food; and the environment. Within these topics, the
authors explore such timely and pressing subjects as commodity chains, labor (including
present-day slavery), human rights, multinational corporations, and the connections among
them.New to this edition:* The latest research on debates over privacy rights and surveillance since
Edward Snowden’s disclosures* Updates on significant political and economic developments
throughout the world, including a new case study of European Union, Icelandic, and Greek
responses to the 2008 fiscal crisis* The newest information about the rise of fracking, the
Fukushima nuclear disaster, the decline of the Peak Oil movement, and climate change, including
the latter’s effects on the Arctic and Antarctica* A dedicated website with authors’ blog and a
teaching tab with syllabi, class activities, and well-designed, classroom-tested resources* An
updated teacher’'s manual available online, including sample examination questions, additional
resources for each chapter, and special assistance for teaching ESL students * Updated career

advice for international studies majors
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Customer Reviews

Praise for the first edition:"Well conceived, well executed, and well written, this introduction to the
increasingly popular interdisciplinary field of international studies is broad, coherent, and balanced
in introducing college-level students to an important and rapidly developing field. The scholarship
embedded in this book is sound and amazingly up to date, the topics appropriate and intelligently
and engagingly treated. This textbook should find a large audience in undergraduate courses in the
burgeoning field of international and global studies, and it will also offer general readers entree into
a fascinating topic.--Peter A. Coclanis, Albert R. Newsome Distinguished Professor of History, and

director, Global Research Institute, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Shawn Smallman is professor and program director of international studies at Portland State
University.Kimberley Brown is professor of applied linguistics and international studies at Portland

State University.

This is a book that | would certainly use if | were an educator. It explains concepts in a clear,
concise manner and raises numerous important questions for both serious and casual students of
the subject matter to consider. Additionally, it includes a section devoted entirely to career advice for
those who wish to pursue the study of International Affairs at a higher level. Those who prefer a
more Rationalist approach may be disappointed by the fact that the book does not take any amount
of time to address logic games or otherwise present a quantitative approach to political science.
However, this is a large part of what makes the book accessible and approachable to casual
students. Were | teaching an International Relations 101 class to Freshmen at a community college,
this would be my first choice to assign my students.| have read this book for fun and it functions as a
perfect complement to the textbooks | actually have been assigned as a student of International
Relations. Indeed, it even helps function to clarify concepts that other texts intentionally obfuscate.
While certain passages of the text make clear the fact that this book was written specifically for

students, | would highly recommend it to the casual reader as well.
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Came exactly how it was described

straight forward text that plainly explains a lot of what the current global issues are and will be.

| teach an AICE General Paper course for which students must write essays that cover a variety of
global topics for the exam . There is no textbook for the course, and | feel that, as students in the U.
S., my students are not as prepared as their global counterparts to discuss in depth the topics that
they must write about for the General Paper exam. This book covers all that is needed. it contains
prereading questions, scaffolding, post reading questions, activities and vocabulary lists along with
charts and graphs, as well as other visuals. Instead of pulling from a variety of sources, | now have
one source that | can use that covers many topics, so much of the work has been done for me. | am

very happy with this book.

For my niece’s college class.

This book was a required reading for a fully online class at Portland State University (hmm
globalization at it's finest?). Fortunately, for that class, | was lucky enough to have the author of the
book as my professor. With that being said, this scenario in no way influenced my 100% honest
review. The book not only presented a logical flow of information, but also covered a variety of
topics and is paramount to a successful beginning knowledge of Global Studies. The book provided
a dearth of information while not making it too bland and wordy. | fully recommend this book to other

Global Studies students as well as academics and general readers alike.
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